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Campsie RSL Sub Branch
Club Limited
25 Anglo Road Campsie NSW 2194
Ph (02) 9784 0200  Fax: (02) 9718 1867
www.campsiersl.com.au

Trading Hours
Sunday to Thursday 10am-4am
Friday & Saturday 10am-6am

Club Belmore
427 Burwood Road Belmore NSW 2192
Ph: (02) 9784 4300 
www.clubbelmore.com.au

Trading Hours
Sunday-Thursday 10am-10pm
Friday-Saturday 10am-12am
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CEO Report

Craig Love
Chief Executive Officer

Sub Branch Report
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Tony Walsh
Sub Branch President
For all Sub Branch enquiries:

Ph: 0297840200
Email: campsierslsubbranch@hotmail.com

Well it’s been a long time since I wrote a 
piece for the club magazine, and in fact the 
last time I wrote I was feeling cold and was in 
Europe. Well has the weather changed a little 
bit. Four months on and I now wish for some 
cold weather after the summer we have had. I 
do hope you all managed to keep cool, during 

this extremely hot weather.
It is now the time for the rest of us to stand up 
and do our duty for all veterans, the days of 
a select few sub-branch members doing the 
work for many has come, and we all need to 
embrace new laws, new rules, and to accept 
more responsibility, and not just leave it to 
the dedicated members who toil away for the 
good of us all. As they did 100 years ago, get 
ready to volunteer……..

World war 1 ended in 1918 and now in 2018, 
we reach many 100 year anniversaries of 
events that happened in 1918, to name a few:

Anzac Day 25 April 2018.
The 100th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Villers-Bretonneux, France on 25 April 2018.
100th Anniversary of the Battle of Hamel, 
France on 4 July 2018.
100th Anniversary of the Battle of Amiens, 
France on 8 August 2018.
100th Anniversary of the Battle of Mont St 
Quentin, France on 2 September 2018.

100th anniversary of the First World War 
Armistice on 11 November 2018.

Other notable events in 2018:
75th Anniversary of Australian work on Hell 
Fire Pass and completion of Thai Burma 
Railway at the Australian Ex-Prisoners of War 
Memorial, Ballarat on 16 October 2018.
The 75th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Atlantic at the Royal Australian Navy 
Memorial, Anzac Parade, Canberra on 1 May 
2018. So 2018, a time for remembrance, but 
also a time for renewal, good luck to you all.

Dear Member,

I hope that all of our members have had a 
wonderful Christmas and New Year 
celebrations.  I would like to thank you, our 
members for your patronage throughout 
2017 which has again been a very profitable 
year for the club. The support of our 
members is paramount to the successes 
of the club.

In 2018 with the redevelopment of level1, 
members will unfortunately be confronted 
with a lot of building works in progress. Yes 
there will be some disruption, however I can 
assure you that we will be doing our very 
best to ensure that it is kept to a minimum. 
I have no doubt that once all of the work is 
complete you will acknowledge that all of 
the hard work was worth it. But until then, 
please feel free to get a staff member or 
manager to assist you should you have a 
problem or issues of concern. We are here 
only to serve you, our members. So please 
do not be afraid to give us feedback so that 
we can solve problems or concerns as they 
occur.

The new escalators are on track to be open 
for Anzac Day which will be bigger than ever 
in the club and Anzac park with all the free 
rides and activities for the local community 
and importantly the children to enjoy.  This 
year a record number of 14 schools will 
be participating in our “Anzac Day School 
Project Initiative” which will culminate with 
over $80,000 being donated between them 
on the day for a range of very important 
projects which will assist our local students 
in their education. It is something that all 
of our members can be very proud of and 
celebrate on the day.

The amalgamation with Chester Hill RSL 
& Bowling Club is now awaiting approval 
from the regulator. We are hoping that it will 
occur in the next few months. We are very 
excited to be able to bring 2 new venues 
into the group which will provide a number 
of new amenities and services for not only 
our members but importantly our local 
community.

2018 is shaping up to be a great year 
already for the club and we hope that you, 
our members continue to support and enjoy 
not only the facilities, but more importantly 
the fantastic professional service our staff 
continue to deliver to you, our members. 
Yes, we are a club that tries just that little bit 
harder to make your visit and day that little 
bit better.

I look forward to seeing YOU, at the club.

President’s Report

Welcome to 2018 (The Chinese year of 
the Earth Dog -  Whose main traits are 
that they are communicative, serious 
and responsible in work)  by the time you 
get this Magazine the year of the Earth 
Dog will be in full swing.  The Belmore 
doggies should be out of their 
pre-season training and looking forward 
to another full and entertaining season, 
possibly with a bit of luck from the Earth 
Dog and the pleadings of the faithful fans 
in 2018 that this year could again be the 
“Year of the Dog”.

The Campsie management team hopes 
that all our members and staff, had a 
safe and restful Christmas/New Year 
break and your return will see you 
refreshed for a year that looks exciting 
for Campsie RSL Club with 
Amalgamation, Alterations and 
Renovations, all of which form part of 
a successful and progressive club. 

The current installation of an escalator, 
which will be alongside the current stairs 
and opposite the lift, the completion 
date is hoped to be before ANZAC Day, 
this should aid and assist the older and 
veterans among us making it to level 1 
for the likes of ANZAC breakfast, Char’s 
Bar & Grill, Wednesday’s free “Concert 
on the park” show and of course into the 
punting pavilion at Campsie.

The Summer month’s this year has 
thrown up a many and varied type of 
weather with it quite cool in the middle 
of summer to the recent 35+ degree day 
and nights.  The approach of Autumn 
hopefully will settle down this confusing 
weather and once again the weather 
gods will be in alignment and we can get 
back to regular weather pattern and a 
good night’s sleep.

 2018 is the final part of the 4 year 
remembering campaign since the start 
of World War I, which will culminate 
on (Sunday 11th November 2018) 
- Remembrance Day that seen the 
cessations of hostilities of a world at war 
for the second time.  It is to be hoped 
that the leaders of today can be mature 
enough to keep their dialogue going 
whilst keeping their finger is off the little 
red button.

This being the case and a little luck I 
may get to present the club’s winter 
presidents report.

  

Neville Moloney
President

Board meetings are held monthly.

Neville Moloney
President

Gordon Brian
Director

Mick McGrath
Director

Gordon Malligan
Vice President

Laurie Buongiorno
Director

Robert Webb
Director

Elizabeth Johnson
William Dolman
Lawrence Borg

Douglas Sweeney
Linda Kabral
Nancy Paton

Angelo Kotsonis
Alan Mobberley
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-         

•  The ruins of the cathedral at Villlers Brettonneux
• A depiction of Nike Goddess of Victory. The Original Marrickville NIKE Commemorative Statue was moved to the Australian War Memorial where it can be seen.

 
• A Postcard on display at the Australian War Memorial from the Armistice Day 1918…. depicting the Countries of Alliance during the Great War, Soldiers of the 

Australian Armed Forces ,and the Racking of all Arms at this time, the cessation of all Hostilities.

On the front cover:

On the back cover:

Chars Bar and Grill
Level 1, 25 Anglo Road, 
CAMPSIE NSW 2194
Ph: (02) 9784 0200

Trading Hours
Lunch: Everyday 11:30am – 2:30pm 
Dinner: Sunday – Thursday 5:30pm – 9:00pm 
Friday – Saturday 5:30pm – 9:30pm



WORLD WAR I
The Battle of Villers Bretonneux France 1918

The picturesque town of Villers 
Bretonneux in Northern France was 
situated on high ground 16k to Amiens, 
which was a strategically important 
communications junction centre of road 
and railways. The Germans needed to 
capture Villers Bretonneux which 
would bring them within artillery range 
of Amiens.

In early 1918 with the capitulation of 
Tsarist Russia bought the end of the 
fighting on the Eastern Front this allowed 
the Germans to transfer a significant 
amount of man power and equipment 
to the Western Front. With the general 
position of the Germans looking buoyed, 
but the concern of the entry of the United 
States into the war, would negate their 
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1914 – 1918

numerical advantage. The German 
commander, General Ludendorff 
decided to go on the offensive. On 
March 30th as part of the German 
Spring offensive Operation “Michael” 
was launched. The strategy was to 
split the British and French army’s. The 
attack was aimed at the British Fifth 
and Third army’s and pushed the British 
and French reinforcements on to the 
north side of the Somme River. In late 
March Australian troops were bought in 
from Belgium to help shore up the line 
and in April the Germans launched an 
attack to capture Villers Brettoneux. The 
Germans were close to success (400m). 
Then in late afternoon of April 4th 
Colonel Goddard of the 35th Australian 
Battalion in command of the sector 
ordered a surprise counter attack by the 
36th Australian Battalion, with the 6th 
Battalion London Regiment, 

advancing by section rushes. They 
pushed the Germans back towards 
Monument Wood, Lancer Wood in the 
North and forced two German Divisions 
to retreat from Villers Bretonneux, thus 
restoring the situation halting the 
German advance on Amiens. 
Ludendorff ended the offensive to avoid 
a battle of attrition.

The Second Battle of 
Villers Bretonneux

The second major German offensive to 
take Villers Bretonneau started on April 
17/18, German artillery bombarded the 
area behind the town with high 
explosives and mustard gas causing 
1,000 Australian casualties. On the 
morning of April 24 at 3.45am the same 
artillery barrage was fired on the village, 
ceased at 6am then the Germans 
attacked with four Divisions proceeded 
by 13 tanks in the fog through British 8th 
and 62nd Divisions lines causing panic 
on the first line with many being taken 
prisoner or pushed back in a disorderly 
fashion making a 5km wide gap in the 
Allied lines. At 10am, Villers Bretonneux 
fell to the Germans and the railway 
junction of Amiens became vulnerable 
to capture. Meanwhile the attackers 
began to infiltrate the Aquenne Woods 
in preparation to assault on the second 
line at Cachy. The British Mark IV tanks 
squared off with the German A7V in said 
to be the first engaging battle of 
opposing tanks which was to be so 
significant in the Second World War 
slowing the German attack. The 
Germans having taken Villers 
Bretonneux were pushing out west to 
Amiens. As soon as this grave news was 

The First Battle of 
Villers Bretonneux

Dawn Service ANZAC Day Australian Western Front Memorial Villers Bretonneux

1,500 men) of the 13th Brigade 4th Division 
would attack to the south of Villers towards 
the east. Three Battalions, (57th 59th and 
60th 2,400 men) of the 15th Brigade, 5th 
Division would attack from the north of 
town towards the east then swing 
south-east to road heading out of town. 
This would encircle and trap the Germans.  

Australian war correspondent Charles 
Bean was nearby when the attack 
started and wrote “I don’t believe they have 
a chance and feel certain this 
hurried attack would fail hopelessly”.

This was a vital, ferocious, do or die attack, 
and as long as the night advance lasted, 
no quarter was shown.

They were aware it was the third 
Anniversary of the original Anzac Day and 
they had an opportunity to commemorate it 
with a special exploit.

And so on the morning of April 25 1918 
the men of the AIF with the assistance from  
British units, had virtually surrounded 
Villers Bretonneux then moved in to 
eliminate the German troops with house 
to house fighting taking prisoners while 
others retreated. It took the rest of that day 
and into April 26 to completely secure the 
town and hand it back to the villagers, and 
established a new eastern front line, 
ending the German offensive on the 
Somme of any hope of taking Amiens. 
The fact that they worked at night with no 
reconnaissance was a testament to their 
skill. One British journalist wrote “It was 
one of the most outstanding manoeuvers 
of the war”. This had been a remarkable 
achievement and a clear cut success for 
the AIF. British Brigadier General George 
Grogan witness wrote “Perhaps the 
greatest individual feat of the war”, Marshal 
Ferdinand Foch said “Astonishing 
variance”. General Sir Henry Rawlinson 
attributed the safety of Amiens to the 
“determination, tenacity and valour of 
the Australian troops”.

There were 5 Victoria Cross Awards won at 
Villers Bretonneux.

Lieutenant Clifford Sadlier 
51st Battalion April 25

Corporal Walter Brown 
20th Battalion July 5

Lieutenant Albert Borella 
10th Battalion July 18

Lieutenant Alfred Gaby 
28th Battalion August 8

Private Robert Beatham
8th Battalion August 9

Distinguished Conduct Medal awarded to 
Lieutenant Charlie Stokes 
51st Battalion April 25 

Human losses were very high and difficult 
to estimate but it is estimated at around 
10,600 Germans, 9,530 British, 3,500 
French and 2,500 Australians. 

An impressive towering National War 
Memorial was established at the top of 
the Villers Bretonneux Military Cemetery, 
in honour of those Australians who fought 
and died in France and Belgium in the 
Great War. There are 780 Australians 
amongst the 2,000 graves. It is located 
between Villers Bretonneux and Fouilly at 
the site of where the historic night battle 
was launched. This was officially dedicated 
by King George VI on July 22 1938. Over 
recent years Anzac Day Dawn services 
have been held there gaining popularity. 
The people of Villers Bretonneux still hold 
services in recognition of Australia’s 
commitment to the town. After WW1 
money donated by school children in 
Victoria was used to build a new school in 
Villers Bretonneax named Victoria School, 
and a plaque at the school says it is “Proof 
of their love and good will towards France”. 
In the Victoria Schools playground a sign is 
written “Do not forget Australia”. 

Gordon Brian
Editor

Acknowledgments - Department Veterans Affairs, 
Wikipedia, Australian War Memorial
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relayed to British Headquarters orders 
were showered down to retake this vital 
position from those commanding the 
heights north of the town from the spires 
of Amiens Cathedral which were clearly 
visible. Along with some British battalions 
the job of retaking Villers was assigned to 
two Australian Brigades of the 4th and 5th 
Divisions the 13th Commanded by 
Brigadier - General William Glasgow, 
and the 15th by Brigade General Harold 
“Pompey” Elliott. Both were legends in 
the AIF Glasgow certainly known for 
his standing up to senior commanders. 
When instructed by the British General in 
charge of operations at Villers to attack in 
daylight, Glasgow retorted “If it was God 
Almighty who gave the order, we couldn’t 
do it in daylight. Here is all your artillery 
out of action and the enemy with all his 
guns in position”. The plan to recapture 
Villers was simple, but difficult and 
dangerous. The Germans had been able 
to place a significant number of men and 
machine guns in the town and along the 
railway embankment to the south and 
west also in the woods west of town. The 
Australian plan was for a surprise night 
attack, with no preliminary artillery 
bombardment. The attack started at 10pm. 
Two Battalions (the 51st 52nd Battalion’s 

ANZAC Day Villers Bretonneux village 
War Memorial.
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JOHN BERNE SCHOOL

Volunteer staff are presented with a thank you from 
students of the School Learning Links program. 

This program assists students needing further assistance 
in mathematics and reading in local schools. 
It is funded collectively by Campsie RSL, 
Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL and 
Canterbury Bulldogs Club’s through 
the Club Grants scheme.                           

LION DANCING30 YEAR REUNION OF

ASIAN WOMEN AT WEDDING

 LINKS

The John Berne school is a small Special school at Lewisham for young people in Years 7 to 10 who have trouble coping 
in a mainstream school. These children have learning, social, emotional and behavioural challenges and need extra 
help to succeed in educational settings. We provide a complete school curriculum including programs to encourage 
positive engagement with the wider community.

Last year Campsie RSL Club generously donated funds to equip and furnish our classrooms with purpose-built 
ergonomically designed learning stations. This new furniture can be moved around to cater for varying class sizes and 
classroom functions and will continue to be of benefit to many students for many years. We were honoured that Club 
Director, Gordon Brian, was able to attend the opening of our newly renovated buildings.

The Clubs also provided a grant for special education literacy resources and books for our library and funding for our 
Outdoor Education Program which enabled our students to participate in a variety of camps and excursions.

Our school educates and helps shape the lives of adolescents in our community with special needs. We are extremely 
grateful for the continuing support of Campsie RSL Club and extend to them our heartfelt appreciation.

Members of Asian Women at Work Inc Accessible English 
Class for Migrant Women in Low Paid Employment. The 

English class is funded by Campsie RSL and is giving 
migrant women an opportunity to learn English that can 

help them at work or looking for work.

Congratulations to Members Graeme O’Beirne 
and Christina Petrides who married on 12th 

November 2017. Best wishes from Campsie RSL

Late last year, 4 of the Clubs past valued staff members 
came in for a 30th year reunion. Christine Reid, Roslynne 
Hodgson, Chris Zaharkiv and Vicki Stanton. It was nice to 
see the girls again and they all look so well. Hope to see 

you all again soon.

Lion dancers celebrate the year of the dog.

LEARNING STAFF

WORK BELLS

COMMUNITY
OUR




